
Trust and  
Estates Litigation
‘Put not your trust in money, but put your money in trust’, 
Oliver Wendell Holmes Snr, The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table

Practical strategies for handling claims arising 
from trusts and estate management

• �Consider whether the test for capacity has changed under 
the Mental Capacity Act 2005

• �Compare and contrast claims under the IPFDA 1975 with 
entrenched heirship claims

• �Discover what protection is available for personal 
representatives and trustees

• �Understand how claims may arise from problematic or 
doubtful lifetime transactions

• �Join in the panel debate where our five multi-jurisdictional 
experts will discuss the key differences in their locality and 
the resultant enforcement problems
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Practical strategies for handling claims 
arising from trusts and estate management

Why attend this conference?
As can readily be seen from the ever-increasing 
body of case law in this sector, trust and estates 
litigation is a rapidly evolving field of law. 
Chaired by Dawn Goodman and featuring 
leading experts from the onshore and offshore 
world, this packed one day conference will 
examine the main issues that may lead to claims 
arising and provide practical examples of how 
best to mitigate risk.

Our panel of multi-jurisdictional experts will 
advise you on the key differences in their 
locality and guide you on pitfalls to avoid 
when putting theory into practice. Covering 
the Channel Islands, the Cayman Islands, the 
Isle of Man, Liechtenstein and Switzerland, 
this authoritative meeting is a must for all trusts 
lawyers, trust corporations and in-house counsel 
from financial institutions.

Topics include:

• �Has the test for capacity changed under the 
Mental Capacity Act 2005?

• �What type of claims are likely to arise 
from problematic or doubtful lifetime 
transactions?

• �On what grounds can a trustee be forced out 
of office?

• �What protection is available for personal 
representatives and trustees?

Who should attend
Trusts lawyers; private client lawyers; chancery 
specialists at the bar; trustees and their advisers; 
representatives for trust corporations and their 
advisers; banks; in-house counsel for financial 
institutions and accountants.

Who are the speakers?
Steven Kempster is head of the Trust and Estates Disputes 
group at Taylor Wessing LLP.  He specialises in the resolution 
of disputes relating to the formation or administration of trusts 
and estates both in a UK and international context. He is 
recommended in Chambers and Legal 500 and he lectures 
regularly in the UK, Channel Islands and Switzerland on these 
issues.  He is a member of the Association of Contentious Trusts 
and Probate Specialists and the Charity Law Association.

Bernard Vischer, LL.M. (University of Pennsylvania), 
TEP, was admitted to the Geneva Bar in 1980. He is head of 
Schellenberg Wittmer’s private capital and estate planning group 
in Geneva. He worked as a research and teaching assistant at 
the University of Geneva from 1981 to 1983. His main areas 
of practice include private banking law and wealth structuring 
matters for high net worth individuals.

Robert Hunter is a partner in Allen & Overy LLP and is head 
of the Trust, Asset Tracing and Fraud (TATAF) Group. He is widely 
known as one of the leading fraud specialists in the country. He 
has been described in the legal press as “guru” and “authority” 
in the area of fraud litigation. He is Secretary of the Association of 
Contentious Trust and Probate Specialists.

Fraser Robertson is a partner in and head of the Appleby 
Litigation and Insolvency Group in Jersey. He is an experienced 
commercial litigator, having previously practised in London prior  
to moving to Jersey in 1994. He specialises in trust litigation,  
fraud and asset tracing and regulatory matters. He has acted and 
appeared before the Jersey courts in a number of significant trust 
disputes including the Minwalla litigation. He is an ADR  
accredited mediator and regularly writes and speaks on fraud  
and contentious trust matters.

Anthony Poulton is a partner in the Dispute Resolution 
Department of Baker & McKenzie’s London office and chairs the 
firm’s highly rated Trust Disputes Group.  Anthony specialises in 
Trust and Private Banking related litigation and has substantial 
experience of international trust based disputes, often involving 
fraud and asset tracing.  In connection with such disputes, he acts 
variously for trustees, beneficiaries and interested third parties such 
as creditors and foreign prosecution authorities.  He is a regular 
speaker at conferences and is a member of ACTAPS.

John Rimmer is a partner at Dickinson Cruickshank, a leading 
law firm in the Isle of Man.  He advises individuals and trust 
companies on all matters concerning trusts, wills, succession 
and probate.  He is chairman of the Isle of Man branch of STEP, 
as well as a member of ACTAPS.  He qualified as a solicitor in 
England and practised in London before re-qualifying in the 
Isle of Man.  He writes and speaks internationally on trusts, and 
wrote the Isle of Man chapters in Tottel’s International Succession 
Law and Garb & Wood on International Succession.

Ziva Robertson is a partner of Mourant du Feu & Jeune in 
Cayman, having joined the firm in April 2008 to lead the Cayman 
trust litigation practice.  Ziva was admitted as an English solicitor in 
1997 and as a Cayman attorney in 2004. A member of STEP and 
ACTAPS, Ziva specialises in complex trust disputes, often involving 
cross-jurisdictional elements. She has extensive experience in 
advising and representing trustees, protectors and beneficiaries.

IN-COMPANY TRAINING
WE CAN PROVIDE TAILORED TRAINING COURSES FOR YOUR ORGANISATION  
ON THIS SUBJECT AND OTHERS. CALL IN-HOUSE TRAINING ON 020 7347 3592



BOOK TODAY  tel +44 (0)20 7347 3573  fax +44 (0)20 7347 3576   
email registrations@lexisnexis.co.uk • www.conferencesandtraining.com/estates

Programme – Thursday 27 November 2008 

08.50 	 Registration and coffee

09.20 	 Chair’s opening remarks
Dawn Goodman, Partner, Withers LLP

09.30 	 �An overview of validity and capacity 
claims – has the test for capacity 
changed under the Mental Capacity 
Act 2005?
• �Challenging the validity of wills and trusts 
• �Recent cases on testamentary capacity 
• �The impact of Mental Capacity Act 2005 
• �Practical issues and the use of experts	

SteVen Kempster, Partner, Taylor Wessing LLP

10.15 	� Claims under the Inheritance 
(Provision for Family and 
Dependants) Act 1975 contrasted 
with entrenched heirship claims
Sophie Hoffman, Solicitor, Boodle Hatfield
Bernard Vischer, Partner, Schellenberg Wittmer

11.00 	 Coffee

11.20 	 �Claims arising from problematic or 
doubtful lifetime transactions
• �Undue influence
• �Lack of capacity to give away assets
• �Abuse of power by an attorney
• �Proprietary estoppel
• �Fraud

Robert Hunter, Partner, Allen & Overy LLP

12.00 	 �Protections for personal 
representatives and trustees
• �Exoneration and exculpation clauses
• �Applications and indemnities 
• �Indemnities

Fraser Robertson, Partner, Appleby

12.45	 Lunch

13.45 	 Attacks on trustees
• �The duty of care
• �Breach of trust and other types of attack
• �Liability for poor investment performance 
• �Creditor and third party claims
• �Forcing trustees out of office  

Anthony Poulton, Partner, Baker & 
McKenzie LLP

14.30 	� An introduction to attacks on trusts 
and foundations
• �Fraud
• �Insolvency
• �Technical invalidity including sham
• �Forced heirship
• �Community property
• �Divorce

Patrick Hamlin, Partner, Withers LLP
Sue Medder, Partner, Withers LLP
Dawn Goodman, Partner, Withers LLP

15.30 	 Afternoon tea 

15.50 	 �Gathering the ammunition – 
disclosure of trust documents
• �Claims by beneficial objects: Schmidt v 

Rosewood
• �New guidelines on letters of wish: Breakspear 

v Ackland
• �Third-party claims
• �Watchful eyes: foreign government claims

John Rimmer, Partner, Dickinson Cruickshank

16.20 	 �Offshore and continental Europe’s 
views of these claims and claims 
arising from enforcement in other 
jurisdictions 

Channel Islands – Fraser Robertson, Partner, 
Appleby
Cayman Islands – Ziva Robertson, Partner, 
Mourant
Isle of Man – John Rimmer, Partner,  
Dickinson Cruickshank
Liechtenstein – Speaker to be confirmed
Switzerland – Bernard Vischer, Partner, 
Schellenberg Wittmer

17.40 	 Chair’s closing remarks

17.45 	� Close of conference  
and complimentary  
drinks reception

 
Chaired by:

Dawn Goodman heads up Withers’ contentious trust and 
succession team, which is the largest in Europe and has recently 
won the STEP Contentious Team of the Year award. Dawn advises 
on domestic and international trust and succession litigation 
from the consensual to the fraudulent.  She represents lay and 
professional trustees and personal representatives, non-trustee 
fiduciaries, settlors, beneficiaries, heirs and adverse claimants.  

Pa
ne

l d
is

cu
ss

io
n 



Payment details

L3
55

Card No. 

I understand that this booking is subject to the cancellation terms set out on this registration form.

Authorised Signature

(all bookings must be signed)

1st delegate details

Job title

Name

Tel

Additional requirements

Email

(Please note we may need to send you information on venue changes by email)

2nd delegate details

Job title

Name

Tel

Additional requirements

Email

(Please note we may need to send you information on venue changes by email)

Booking contact / invoice address
Name

Tel Email

Address (if different from above)

Address details
Company

Address

City Postcode

Administration
VENUE
Central London. The venue will be confirmed 
in the joining instructions letter, once we have 
received your booking.

Fee
Your one-day fee includes attendance, 
refreshments, lunch and course documentation. 
Full payment, including VAT must be received 
prior to the conference. Please post a cheque for 
the full amount with your completed registration 
form or complete the credit card payment 
details. Once payment has been received a VAT 
invoice/receipt will be issued. 

OUR CONFIRMATION OF YOUR BOOKING
All bookings will be acknowledged in writing 
within five working days of receipt and 
joining instructions (final conference details 
and a venue location map) will be emailed 
to delegates approximately two weeks before 
the event. Please telephone the Bookings 
Enquiries line immediately:
• �if you have not received written 

acknowledgement of your booking within  
7 days of sending it by fax, post or email or

• �if you have not received your joining 
instructions five days before the event

Hotel Accommodation
Venuehunt Ltd
Tel: 01722 500 675
Fax: 01722 500 729
Email: lexisnexis@venuehunt.co.uk
Quote the code VHLEX at the time of booking.  

Additional Requirements
LexisNexis® Conferences would like to 
ensure that all delegates can participate fully 
at our events. If you have any additional 
requirements, eg, wheelchair access, large 
print documentation or an induction loop, or 
if you have any particular dietary requirements 
please let us know on the adjacent form. 

 �Please call me to discuss my requirements 
in more detail.

CERTIFICATE OF ATTENDANCE
A certificate of attendance is available on 
request, following your attendance at this 
conference, as a record of your training 
and development.

DOCUMENTATION SALE
Your notes will be dispatched within five 
working days after the event. Please call 
us if you do not receive your notes by two 
weeks after the event.

Cancellations
A refund of fees will be made only for 
cancellations received in writing at least 14 
days before the event (less a 25% cancellation 
fee to cover administration costs). No refunds 
will be made for cancellations received within 
14 days of the event and failure to attend after 
confirming a booking will be subject to the 
same terms. We regret that the transfer of a 
booking to another event cannot be made but 
a substitute delegate will be accepted at any 
time before the event.

This programme is correct at the time of 
going to press. However, we reserve the 
right to alter or cancel the programme due 
to circumstances beyond our control.

If you do not wish to be kept informed by  
 mail  phone  fax  email of other 

LexisNexis® products and services, please  
tick the box.

 If you do NOT wish your mailing details to be 
passed on to companies approved by LexisNexis®, 
to keep you informed of their products and 
services, please tick the box. 
For details of our privacy policy visit our 
website at: www.lexisnexis.co.uk/contact_us/
privacypolicy.html

© LexisNexis® 2008

Please return to: LexisNexis® Conferences, Halsbury House, 35 Chancery Lane, London WC2A 1EL. VAT No: 730 8595 20

Registration

You can still benefit from the day – even if you can’t make it!

Naturally, nothing matches the experience of coming to the conference, 
but if you really can’t make it, you can still benefit by ordering a set of 
course papers. Available for £299, this will give you a permanent record 
of the subjects covered, which you can share with your colleagues. 

To order call on 020 7347 3573 or return the booking form.

How to book

bookings and enquiries: 020 7347 3573
Lines open from 8.30am to 5pm, Monday to Friday

fax: 020 7347 3576

post: �LexisNexis® Conferences, Halsbury House,  
35 Chancery Lane, London WC2A 1EL

email: registrations@lexisnexis.co.uk

online: www.conferencesandtraining.com/estates

Sponsorship and exhibition opportunities

Enforce your brand and meet new clients

Take this excellent opportunity to position your 
organisation at the forefront of the market. This 
conference will provide an excellent platform to raise 
your organisation’s profile in front of key industry 
participants and showcase your expertise and services 
as the pre-eminent organisation in the field. To find out 
more about the range of opportunities available, please 
contact Caroline Fuller on +44 (0) 7974 406673 or 
email: caroline.fuller@lexisnexis.co.uk 

 ���£549 + VAT (£96.08) = £645.08 per delegate for bookings received 

before 2 October 2008 – SAVE £50!

 ���£599 + VAT (£104.83) = £703.83 per delegate

 ���Documentation Price: £299 per pack 

* �Please note: discounts cannot be used in conjunction with one another. 
You will need to quote your booking code to claim your discount

Expiry date Security code (CV2)

Your priority booking code is:

You will need to quote this code to 
claim your early booking discount*

*The early booking discount is only available when you register before 2 October 2008

Trust and Estates Litigation
Thursday 27 November 2008 • Central London

Payment by cheque made payable to LexisNexis®

Payment by credit card MastercardMaestro Visa
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